
 Sometimes we lose our way. We forget where we are going. We forget our purpose in 

life. We forget who we are. We forget that God created us in love. Jesus is “the way and the truth 

and the life” (Jn 14:6). Unless we follow him, we will remain lost. We are God’s children. Our 

purpose is to honor God in all that we say and do. 

 The Prophet Isaiah reminds us: “Wild beasts honor me, jackals and ostriches, 

for I put water in the desert and rivers in the wasteland for my chosen people to drink, 

the people whom I formed for myself, that they might announce my praise” (43:20-21). 

 Our Gospel tells of many who have lost their way. A woman was caught in adultery. She 

lost sight that the purpose of sexuality is to love freely, faithfully, fruitfully, truthfully in the 

context of marriage to a sole spouse. This covenant of marriage is meant to mirror the love of 

God … a God who so loves us he sent his only begotten Son to die for us. Jesus is the 

bridegroom who surrendered his life for the good of his spouse, humanity in search of 

redemption.  

The women caught in adultery was a slave to lustful passions … not unlike our own 

generation which has devalued marriage as God intended and elevated sexuality into idolatry … 

divorcing it from a sacred and spiritual union with God. Jesus did not condemn the woman. He 

called her to holiness. “Go, and from now on do not sin any more” (Jn 8:11). He helps her to find 

her way. He reminds her where she is going. He reminds her of her purpose in life. Jesus helps 

her to understand that she was created for love. She is a beloved child of God called to honor 

God in all she says and does. Through forgiveness, he helps her to forgive others. 

 Our Gospel tells of many who have lost their way. Jesus is also concerned for the men 

who are filled with hate and ready to condemn by casting stones. The scribes and Pharisees want 

to condemn the woman, but they also want to condemn Jesus and so they lay a trap for him. This 

is not unlike out own generation, the cancel culture. We are quick to condemn. We do not want 

to listen to others. We are so convinced of our own self-righteousness that we would rather cast 

stones than examine our own motives and sins. In the end, we might even be ready to condemn 

Jesus for being out of touch with reality… for not being in step with our own cultural norms. 

If so, then we have lost our way, forgotten where we are going, forgotten who God is and our 

relationship with him. 

God is intimately present to all of creation and to every aspect of life. He is the author of 

creation, and he has given us a beautiful world to be stewards of. We are called to care for 

creation and to care for one another. Everything we do should keep in mind this purpose in life. 

We are called to do things God’s way … not our own. Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 

be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done. 

 Forgiveness is also part of stewardship. We are challenged by Jesus to love our enemies. 

Jesus sacrificed his life on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins. He who was innocent 

suffered that we might be set free. Is this not what Pope Francis has called us to do in fasting and 

prayer for peace in the world especially between Russia and Ukraine. We are far removed from 

the war and yet we are called to sacrifice in order to serve the cause of peace and reconciliation.  

As we look outward to painful realities in our world that seem so far beyond our control, 

we are also called to look inward to the situations in life that hit very close to home. “Let the one 

among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her” (Jn 8:7). Before you condemn 

your neighbor for the fault you find with her, look within. Jesus does not condemn you. He calls 

you to repentance. In offering you forgiveness, Jesus also calls you to rediscover who you truly 

are. “Even now, says the Lord, return to me with your whole heart; for I am gracious and 

merciful” (Jn 2:12-13). 


